
INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
#81632 DOC O’BRIEN’S

WEATHERING POWDERS
Weathering models with powders is easy, 
and fun! Just follow the few steps below 

to obtain expert results.

Cover your workbench with newspaper to avoid
soiling it with spilled powder.

Select the colors you want. Remove the lids and
place them top down on your workbench in front of
each color.

Use a small brush to pick up powder from the jar,
then pat the brush on the lid. Apply the color to the
desired area of the model. Then brush out and blend
the color with a large soft brush.

The best effects are obtained by applying color in
the following order: rust (on parts representing iron
or steel), then white, and then the top color, usually
dirt or grime.

White is used to provide a highlighted base-coat for
subsequent colors and really brings out details.
Grimy colors work well to tone down and blend
underlying colors.

Apply as much or as little color as you want. If you
apply too much, simply wash the powders off with a
little soapy water, let dry, and reapply.

Powdered colors may be sealed in place with a very
light coating of a flat clear spray; however, the
intensity of the weathering will be diminished by the
clear coating.

Doc O’Brien’s Weathering Powders can also be
used as weathering washes by mixing them with
water or thinners. Be sure that the thinner you select
is compatible with the surfaces you are weathering
and experiment on a scrap piece before applying to
your model.

We have found that models made of wood stand up
very well to handling without too much of the powder
rubbing off. If you weather a structure that won’t get
handled much, a clear coat may not be necessary.
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